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B R O K E R A G E

“Destiny is not a matter of chance; it is a matter of choice.” Anonymous 

HRTC Deadline Looms
Investing in your home’s value on a regular basis will only bode well for your family’s enjoyment and, for the most part, the 
resale return of this valuable asset. The deadline for the Home Renovation Tax Credit applies to those eligible home renovation 
expenditures for work performed, or, materials purchased before February 01st. The way it works is simply the full 15% credit 
(not tax rebate) can be claimed on only eligible purchases. These eligible purchases 
must exceed $1,000, and cannot exceed $10,000, which then, will translate to 
a maximum tax credit of $1,350. While some of you folks may have come 
through this recession bumped and bruised �nancially, for others, it can be 
a positive relief for money spent that you really should be considering 
as an overall improvement to the value of your home. On resale, 
kitchens and bathrooms are always key rooms a potential buyer looks 
for. Those are the big ‘ticket’ items and what will sell one home over 
another. However, there are numerous other renovations which are 
eligible. For full detail on the eligible and ineligible expenditures, visit 
www.jmedwards.com and view our home page.

House Plants A dd W armth to  
Your Rooms
Healthy house plants, properly displayed can do wonders for 
the appearance of a room. If you’re thinking of listing your 
home, this is an inexpensive way to give your home a warm 
and inviting look. Many people give up on growing house 
plants because they think they lack a “green thumb” Their 
problem often centres on watering. In fact, the single biggest 
reason house plants die is due to over watering. There are so 
many planters on the market today that will help in ensuring 
your plants stay happy and healthy. A “self watering” pot 

with a water-well or a “wick” system will keep 
plants watered for 2 to 4 weeks. 
Or, if you’re intent on watering, 
why not grow plants in water? 
Simply cut a stem from a friend’s 

plant and stick it in a container 
of water, where the cutting 

will develop its own root 
system. There are several 

plants that readily adapt to 
life in water; arrowhead vine, 

dracaena, ivy and philodendron. The 
main advantage to growing plants in 
water is ease of maintenance. Water 

should be changed weekly. 

Painting Hints
If you’re concerned the colour you are 
thinking of choosing for a large wall 
in your home, test colours by 
painting a large sheet of paper 
and hanging it on the wall 
before painting an entire 
room. The paint colour 
will change depending 
on the type of lighting. 
There as some vibrant 
colours out there now, so, it doesn’t take a lot of money, or 
effort to really update your home’s appearance. Look at your 
colour swatch in daylight, dusk, and evening. Incandescent and 
�uorescent lighting will also change the look of the colour. 
If you need to match your colour with accessories for the 
room, apply a little of the new paint colour to a popsicle stick 
to take with you when you’re ready to shop. 

Remember, two thirds of the job is prep. Nobody ever 
believes this. A good paint job is like a great romance. There’s 
a lot of anguish and then �nally you get some action. If you 
paint before you’ve gone to the trouble of setting things up 
properly, there won’t be a happy ending.

Execute your paint job in the following sequence: Ceiling, 
walls, windows, doors, and �nally, baseboards.

STATS
		  # of homes	 # of homes	A verage 	D ays 	S ale to
	D EC.	 listed during	 sold during	S ales	 on	 list
 		  month	 month	 Price	 market	 ratio

	1988	 207	 150	 $189,764	 44	 97%
	1990	 340	 90	 $203,808	 72	 90%
	1992	 251	 84	 $171,330	 65	 94%
	1994	 321	 94	 $170,621	 79	 95%
	1996	 196	 185	 $176,050	 56	 96%
	1998	 173	 127	 $186,589	 50	 96%
	2000	 182	 169	 $210,272	 54	 96%
	2002	 112	 110	 $231,122	 47	 96%
	2004	 122	 154	 $281,812	 48	 97%
2005	 121	 164	 $292,894	 49	 97%
	2006	 103	 152	 $314,797	 54	 96%
	2007	 105	 150	 $307,981	 55	 96%
	2008	 108	 100	 $296,308	 62	 92%
	2009	 139	 165	 $384,760	 39	 98%


